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I Temple!”
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Parshas Devarim
* Translator’'s Note: see pages 5-6 for
comprehensive English commentary.

1. Regarding this Shabbos (Shabbos
Chazon) [the Shabbos before Tisha B'Av,
named after the HafTorah], there is a
saying from the Holy Rabbi Levi Yitzchak
of Berditchev of Blessed Memory, that on
Shabbos Chazon one is shown the Third
Holy Temple- “Chazon” is from the
expression of seeing- but [in this case it
is referring to the word seeing that
means] a seeing from afar- seeing from
far away- this is the concept of Shabbos
Chazon.

According to this we will understand the
connection of Shabbos Chazon to the
[Torah] portion of Devarim, for the
establishment of [the Jewish calendar is
in a manner that] Shabbos Chazon is
always [the Shabbos when the Torah]
portion Devarim [is read].

The portion of Devarim begins the
Mishneh Torah [Moshe’s words to the
Jews before he passes away], although
there is one Torah, the “Mishneh Torah”
is different from the previous Books of
Torah, with that the Mishneh Torah was
said to the generation that was entering
into the Land of 1srael and therefore, it
was necessary to forewarn some concepts
that previously did not need to be

forewarned.

The difference between the generation of
the [Jews during the 40 years in the]
desert and the generation [of Jews] that
entered the Land of Israel is that the
generation of the desert was a generation
of knowledge [of G-d] and they were on
the level of Moses, who had [the level of]
seeing in G-dliness, however [not so] the

generation that entered the Land, which
they already [dealt with] “had to do with”
physicality, consequently they were
lacking [the level of] seeing in G-dliness,
by them it was nothing more than
hearing, just like it states “And now
Israel, take heed..”

The difference between seeing and
hearing is, that when a person sees a
thing this is without limit, on this there
are no boundaries and limitations, i.e.
that [there is] nothing that can move him
from [his] place, that there become
doubt by him regarding this thing since
he himself has seen it. But hearing, when
one hears a thing, even though at the
time [of hearing] this concept it becomes
obvious [and accepted] by him,
nevertheless through a question the
concept can become rejected. This proves
that even when the thing was accepted
by him, the concept was by him limited.

Therefore in the Mishneh Torah, which
was said to the generation entering the
Land, by whom there was merely the
level of “hearing” G-dliness, it was needed

to
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warn them about [having | the concept of self
sacrifice etc., [unlike] the generation of the

desert it was not necessary to forewarn them.

Nevertheless, although the generation to enter
the Land was lower [spiritually] than the
generation of the desert, there was an
advantage by them that was not by the
generation of the desert. It therefore states by
the generation of the desert: “You did not yet
come to the resting place and to the
inheritance...”, this [the resting place and
inheritance] was in Shiloh [the place that held
the Tabernacle when the Jews were in Israel
before the Holy Temple] and Jerusalem, [this
was] specifically after they already entered
into the Land of Israel.

The reason is since through the descent itself,
they already began handling with physical
things in descending levels, specifically
through this they carried out the true
purpose, the “Building resting and
inheritance”,

It comes out that the concept of Shabbos
[when the] portion of Devarim [which is] the
beginning of the Mishneh Torah [is read],
shows on a unification of 2 opposite concepts:
1) it is a great descent [to be connected to
physical things] 2) through the descent-
through this specifically is the true elevation.

The same concept is also in Shabbos Chazon,
in which there are both opposites: On the one
hand [Shabbos Chazon] is in the 9 days [of
mourning the destruction of the Holy
Temple], even more, this is the Shabbos
before the 9th of Av, the time of the
destruction [of the Holy Temple], But on the
other hand, through this descent specifically,
will be the ultimate

elevation , as said in the name of the Holy
Rav Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev of
Blessed Memory, that on Shabbos Chazon
[God] shows [us] the Third Holy Temple
which is higher than the previous [Temples],
it should be built speedily in our days through
our Righteous Moshiach [!]
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Parshas Devarim

This Shabbat is called Shabbat 'Chazon' Named after the 'HafTorah' read
from the Prophets (Isaiah 1:26) "Chazon Yeshayahu" literally "The Vision of

Isaiah'.

Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev said that there is a deeper, additional
reason for this name; "On Shabbat Chazon every Jew is shown a 'vision'
(Chazon) of the Third Holy Temple ... from a distance.

So, according to this we can understand why on Shabbat Chazon we always

read the beginning of the book of D'varim (Deuteronomy).

The book of D'varim is also known as 'Mishna Torah'’; the 'repetition of the
Torah' because it was a reiteration of the Torah to a generation of Jews that
was about to enter the Land of Israel but had not been present at Mount
Sinai. Because they were going to face new challenges but lacked the 'direct
experience’ of G-d necessary to deal with them, G-d repeated the Torah and

added many new things not needed by the previous generation.

The previous generation was called a 'Dor Daiah'; they had been in the
spiritual level of Moses who actually 'saw' G-dliness at Sinai but this
generation only 'heard’ about the revelation at Sinai from their parents and

from the Torah but did not 'see’ and experience it.

The difference between 'seeing’ something and just 'hearing’ about it is that
seeing gives total, unlimited certainty. When one sees something his belief in
what he saw is unshakable. Whereas when one only hears about the same

thing, even from trusted witnesses, its validity can always be questioned and

disproved because his certainty is limited to his understanding.

Therefore in the book of D'varim, which was said to Jews that only 'heard’
about the revelation at Mount Sinai did not 'see' and experience it firsthand,
there had to be added several commandments and principles, for instance;
self-sacrifice etc. which were self-understood to the previous generation. But
despite their lower level, this generation entering the Holy Land was, in one
respect, far 'superior’. As we see when G-d said regarding the previous
generation; 'You have not yet come to the resting place and the true

inheritance' (Deut. 12:9) namely to the Holy Temple in Jerusalem.
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The true goal of building the Holy Temple and revealing the Creator in His
creation was to be accomplished specifically by this 'lower' generation
entering Israel precisely because of their lowness' and their involvement in

physical 'lowly’ matters.

So this Torah portion, D'varim, describes two opposites found in the Jews
entering Israel ]) They were on a low spiritual level and 2) Precisely this
lowness brings the highest possible elevation (preparing for Moshiach who
will truly reveal the 'highness' of this physical world in the lowest of all

generations).

Exactly the same two messages are contained in this Shabbat; Shabbat
Chazon. On one hand it is within the 'Nine days of Mourning' and directly
precedes the Ninth of Av when both Temples were destroyed and were the
lowest points in Jewish history and consciousness. But on the other hand it

contains the greatest elevation.

As the Holy Rabbi of Breditchev said, that on this Shabbat we are shown a
vision of the Third Temple, which will be incomparably greater, higher and
more G-dly than even the First and Second Temples.

Specifically because of the lowness of our generation..which is called the
"Heels of Moshiach'.

From this we can learn that although our spiritual status is totally inferior to
that of all the previous generations it should not discourage us. Exactly the
opposite; it should encourage us and remind us that just ONE more good
deed could be all it takes to bring..

Moshiach NOW!



